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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the coastal plain zone in Shabwah Governorate, Yemen, with
particular emphasis on its geomorphological characteristics and features and their potential for
development in various economic and tourism-related fields. The study employs the inductive
approach and the descriptive-analytical method to examine the existing conditions, describe and
classify the geomorphological phenomena, and analyze their characteristics. It also employs the
deductive (inferential) approach to identify the investment activities most suitable for the study area.
In addition, Google Earth was used to identify and illustrate selected landforms and interpret their
formation, while GIS was used to produce a map of the study area. The findings indicate that the
study area is rich in diverse natural and economic features; however, these resources remain largely
undeveloped and have not yet been adequately utilized for economic purposes. The study
recommends promoting economic activity in the area by utilizing its available natural resources and
investing, in an organized manner, in gravel and sand deposits within wadi channels for development
projects. It also recommends promoting nature-based tourism (ecotourism), which is regarded by the
World Tourism Organization as one of the fastest-growing and most widespread tourism markets.
Furthermore, the researchers recommend that the UNESCO Executive Board recognize Lake Shoran
and the Bir Ali Reserve as geoparks.
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