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Abstract

This research aims to identify the defining characteristics of the pre-Islamic poem, which cannot be
adequately determined through the analysis of a single poem alone, but rather through examining the
works of multiple poets using the historical method. The main characteristics identified in this study
include careful attention to the poetic prelude, organic unity among the poem's sections, sincerity of
emotion and expression, simplicity of ideas and meanings, richness of meaning, expansive
imagination, and elevated diction that is harmoniously integrated into the poetic context. The study
reached several findings. Most notably, it demonstrates that pre-Islamic poetry possesses enduring
literary value and lasting influence, refutes the misconception that the pre-Islamic poem lacks
structural unity, reveals the suggestive power of its poetic language, reflects the social life of its time,
and highlights its significant contribution to enriching Arabic literary heritage through its enduring
qualities of excellence and continuity. The study also concludes that pre-Islamic Arabic poetry
developed a distinctive poetic structure through the diverse experiences of numerous poets over a
long period. As a result, it acquired artistic qualities that effectively expressed the poets' emotions
and experiences, enabling it to gain lasting acceptance and appreciation among later generations. The
research consists of an introduction outlining the reasons for selecting the topic, the significance of
the study, its objectives, and methodology, followed by a preliminary section, seven main sections,
and the study's principal findings.

Keywords: Pre-Islamic Poetry; Atlal Prelude; Poetic Characteristics.
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